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DETAILED ACTION 

The action is non-final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 77-79, 84-86, 91 , and 93-96 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Corbitt, III (5,862,843). 

Independent claim 77 

Corbitt discloses a combination for controlling airflow between an air hose (10) and an 
inflatable thermal device (27, raft), comprising: 

at least one inlet port (30) in the inflatable thermal device for being coupled with 

an end (16) of the air hose; 

a mechanism (32) to enable airflow when the end is coupled with the inlet port; 
and 

means (24) in response to the inlet port coupling with the end. 
Independent claim 84 

Corbitt discloses a method for controlling air flow in a system including an inflatable 
thermal device (27, raft), an air hose (10) having two ends, at least one inlet port in the 
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inflatable thermal device for receiving one end of the two ends of the air hose, and the 
inflatable device including a mechanism (32) near the end to control the flow of 
pressurized air through the end, comprising: 
coupling the one end with the inlet port; 

operating the mechanism in response to coupling to permit an airflow out of the 
one end; 

operating the inflatable thermal device in response to the airflow; 
decoupling the one end from the inlet port; and, 

in response to decoupling, operating the mechanism to block airflow through the 
one end. 

Independent claim 95 

Corbitt discloses a method for controlling airflow in a system including an inflatable 
thermal device (27, raft), an air hose (10) having two ends, at least one inlet port in the 
inflatable thermal device for receiving one end of the two ends of the air hose, and 
the air hose including a mechanism (32) near the end to control the flow of pressurized 
air through the end, comprising: 

coupling the one end with the inlet port; 

operating the mechanism in response to coupling to permit an airflow out of the 
one end; 

in which operating the mechanism includes opening the mechanism; and 
operating the inflatable thermal device in response to the airflow. 
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Note: Corbitt's invention represents a reversal of parts in relation to the Applicant's 
invention. See MPEP 2144.04 [R-1] VI. A. Verbatim: 

In re Gazda, 219 F . 2d 449, 104 USPQ 400 (CCPA 1955) (Prior art disclosed a 
clock fixed to the stationary steering wheel column of an automobile while the gear for 
winding the clock moves with steering wheel; mere reversal of such movement, so the. 
clock moves with wheel, was held to be an obvious expedient.). 

The Office asserts that placement of element 32 in the nozzle/air hose and element 24 
(and associated element 25) in the inflatable device is a mere reversal of parts and 
therefore makes obvious the Applicant's invention as currently claimed. In other words, 
this conjectured reversal indeed reads on the independent claims as currently worded. 

Dependent claims 78-79, 85-86.91.93-94. and 96 

78. The combination of claim 77 in which the mechanism (32) cooperates with the inlet 
port (30) independently of the rotational alignment of the end in the inlet port. 

79. The combination of claim 77 in which the end (18) has a diameter and the 
mechanism (32) includes a valve with a flap (32, depicted figure 2) having a diameter 
substantially the same as the end diameter. 

85. The method of claim 84 in which operating the mechanism in response to coupling 
includes opening the mechanism (32 flap opening in figure 2). 
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86. The method of claim 84 wherein the mechanism includes a flap (32), and operating 
the mechanism in response to coupling includes moving the flap in response to 
coupling, in order to permit airflow (col. 5:9-17). 

91 . The method of claim 84 wherein the mechanism includes a flap (32) that blocks the 
airflow through the one end, and operating the mechanism to block includes moving the 
flap in response to decoupling in order to block airflow. 

93. The method of claim 91 , wherein moving the flap in response to decoupling includes 
moving the flap to a first position in the one end at which the valve is closed. 

94. The method of claim 93 wherein moving the flap in response to coupling includes 
moving the flap to a second position in the one end at which the valve is open. 

96. The method of claim 95 wherein the mechanism includes a flap, and opening the 
mechanism includes moving the flap in response to coupling, in order to permit airflow. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Corbitt by reversing parts to arrive at the Applicant's invention. The 
motivation would be to provide an alternate design choice. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



Claim 80-83, 87-89, 92, 97-99 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter J Vrettakos whose telephone number is 703 605 
0215. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda C Dvorak can be reached on 703 308 0994. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



Pete Vrettakos 
September 10, 2004 





